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allegations which The Times editorially uses in con-
demnation of me for the detention of the General-
issimo. I know too, that condemnation will be world-
wide because of the lack of knowledge of the circum-
stances that led up to that detention, or the actual
reasons for it. I do not for one moment defend force-
ful detention of anyone, and certainly not in the case
of a person in the high position of the Generalissimo.
Therefore I deeply regret that special circumstances
which I do not, at this moment, care to touch on, con-
strained me to act.
There was no 'cherishing of personal or predatory
ambition,' as The Times charges, or 'hopes of extract-
ing better terms* in this connection; or anything per-
sonal motivating the action ending in the detention of
the Generalissimo. It came from a simple effort to
have assurances that the policy of China would be
revised definitely to take up arms in defence of our
country, and to have a positive end put to the tre-
mendous wastage of millions of Chinese money,
Chinese lives, and Chinese property involved in
incessant civil wars, and the perpetual pursuit of
so-called bandits, who are still Chinese despite their
views; and who, at worst, are not a menace to the
country as are the Japanese. . . .
I have been blamed, and have not shirked re-
sponsibility; but I am not the Central Government,
and therefore I am unable to commit this country to
war. . . . But above all, we want to see the forces of
China being used against an invading foe, and not
against the Chinese people. The national army has not
been moved one step against Japan, but as swift as
thought we see it being mobilised now against me,
while the enemy is within the country. . . .
We desire the leadership of the Generalissimo, and
do not wish his powers curtailed in any way. . . .
When the regrettable steps developed that led to his
sudden detention, there was no menace to his life,